
June/July 2021 

 
WWW.SCMES.CO.UK 

Steaming Ahead 

Sutton Coldfield Model Engineering Society 



 Page 2 

 
Front Cover: The new traction engine emerges from the workshop 

Editor:  
Tony Critchley  e-mail tonyscmes@virginmedia.com 

Press Date is the third Tuesday of the month   

The next edition of Steaming Ahead will be published at the 
end of July 

Sutton Coldfield Model Engineering Society 
  

President Roger Addenbrooke 
Secretary  Martyn Cozens  Treasurer  Chris Greene   
Chairman Peter McMillan  
Directors 
  
Clive Burrows   Bob Whitaker  Martyn Scott 
Martyn Cozens   Adrian Linnecor  Richard Petley 
Tony Critchley  Len Ingram 

Birthday Parties. 
Regulations allowing we are hoping to run birthday parties on  

 

   June 27th, July 25th, August 8th, August 15th, 
September 26th and October 16th. 

 
These are all carried over from Cancelled bookings in 2020. Please 
let Tony Critchley or John Cope know if you are available to help. 

 

Bonfire Party. 
Saturday 13th November 2021 

 

Santa Specials. 
Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th December 2021 
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Editor’s notes. 
 

I have to start this issue with an apology to our Chairman, Peter, 
for including the wrong “Chunter” last time. I’m not sure how it 
happened, but interestingly, not one member seemed to notice! 
Either that or everyone is far too polite to point it out, (unlikely 
knowing some of our members). Anyway I’ll make sure that the 
correct one goes in this time. 
 
Chris Bassett’s “Tich” is now fully on its wheels and looking very 
smart in its full livery, and you can read about that on page 11 and 
Brian Dale is continuing to build his model tram which is turning 
into a very finely detailed model. That’s on page 6 and Bill Hall 
tells us more about his wagon building on page 18. 
 
If you’ve not had a look at the new website yet do find the time to 
have a browse through it. Clive  Burrows has put in a lot of work to 
get it up and running and you’ll find a lot of information including 
past editions of Steaming Ahead. More on page 8 
 
Thanks to everyone who has contributed to the magazine. There 
will be a chance at the AGM to consider how Steaming Ahead 
develops as it is fairly expensive to print and distribute, so think 
about what you would like to see and be ready with ideas. Keep 
articles coming in, 
 
       Tony Critchley 
        Editor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Busy  time on the SM32 
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Chairman’s Chunter for May 2021 
 
So far so good as the Government’s proposals for the easing of Covid 
restrictions goes according to plan. For us, this has meant that from the 30 th 
March we were able to resume working parties at Balleny Green and also 
resume member’s running of locos and the carrying out of boiler testing. As 
from the 17th May the “rule of six” or “two households” applied indoors and up to 
30 people may meet outdoors. This has meant that we are able to re-open the 
clubhouse and kitchen although with limited occupancy as above. 
 
All eyes are now focussed on the stage four date of 21st June when it is hoped 
that all the remaining instructions will be lifted and we can resume external 
events and allow visitors on-site once more. 
 
In readiness for when we can resume events, a tentative programme has been 
put together by the Programme Team covering the period up to the end of this 
year. A list of these events is included in this edition. Details are also available 
via our website or from Tony Critchley. 
 
Our AGM is scheduled for the afternoon of Sunday 4th July at Balleny Green 
and will be held in the usual format of a meeting that is open to all members. In 
the event of restrictions being re-imposed which affect our ability to hold the 
meeting, the plan would be to re-schedule the meeting for one month later to be 
held in the same open format. Should it still not be possible to hold that 
meeting, then the meeting would be further deferred by one month and held as 
a closed meeting as per last year’s format. Fingers crossed though that any 
deferral will not be necessary. 
 
At this year’s AGM we have three Director nominations for two vacancies so a 
ballot will take place. 
 
The new club website is now up and running at the usual address of 
www.scmes.co.uk, Clive Burrows being the new web-master. If anyone has any 
comments or suggestions regarding the site then please forward them via the 
club secretary.  
 
Sadly we have lost several members over the past few months, all of whom will 
be greatly missed from the club. Thanks to everyone who has contributed to 
collections in their memory and also sent cards and condolences both 
individually and through the club. 
 
As of this AGM, I have completed my maximum term of office as a director and 
therefore have to retire from the board of directors (remission???). I have 
enjoyed my time working with the other directors and general members and 
have appreciated the support all have given me. We’ve certainly had a lot of 
interesting debate, and although we have not always been in full agreement, 
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the wishes of the members have always been paramount in the final decision.   
By the time we get to the AGM it will have been 18 months since all our plans 
were completely de-railed by the Coronavirus pandemic. It has been a 
frustrating period to say the least, but hopefully we can now start moving 
forward again. 
 
Peter McMillan (Chairman) 
21st May 2021  . 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mike Bentley, 1946-2021 
 
I have known Mike for over 44 years as a colleague and 
friend. We worked together in Walsall, initially at the same 
school and kept closely in touch after we both moved on.  
 
Mike was a person about whom no one had a bad word to 
say. Whatever he did was done with enthusiasm and care, 
and no matter how busy he was, he always had time to 
give attention to people around him, and to make sure that 
their needs were being met.  
 
If something needed doing, he was there in the thick of it, 
and his sleeves were always among the first to be rolled 
up. 
 
I will miss Mike’s gentle humour, compassion and total reli-
ability. He made the world a better place and his absence 
in it will be felt for a long time. 

 

            

 Tony Critchley. 

 

 
Mike at the throttle of “Leo” 
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BUILDING THE TRAM PART 2  
by Brian Dale 

 

Assembling the bench seating came next, 
these are long bench  seats on both sides of 
the tram. Also included are four storage 
boxes to form the base of the seats at each 
end together with a front support rail with six 
legs.  Two infill end panels are fitted, one to 
the end of each bench to give a luggage 
space. On completion both benches are 
painted to a varnished wood finish. 
 

The fitting of the windows to the side panels 
came next, a total of eight windows for main 

saloon four each side. The side panels all had very neat recesses 
to allow a good fit for windows. This is where very precise control 
of the glue is essential, (needless to say I found that my hands are 
not as steady as they used to be hence a little spot on any of the 
windows was fatal and cannot be removed as I found out!)  With 
windows fitted, the infill door side panels are 
put together. These again had windows to fit 
and even more precise you have to take the 
safety rails from the sprue and fit to the 
windows. With paint dry the seats were 
fitted to the saloon deck together with side 
panels to driver’s deck. 
 

My next job was to assemble the end 
panels for the saloon. This is made up of 
four pieces all very well shaped to fit the interior of the saloon. 
Two of the panels are glued together complete with windows and 
bars. A sliding door is then assembled right down to door handles 
and windows, after painting, the doors are fitted in the recess 
between the end panels (yes they do slide shut very well) All parts 
are then put aside and the driving platform is put together with all 
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controls, brake pedal and tools for changing 
points and curved desk to match front panel 
plus power cabinet. 
 

With all these parts completed it was time to 
fit all the pre-made parts onto floor of the 
tram (at this point it is wise to make sure all 
internal parts have been painted). The 
assembly was started by fixing the sides 

onto main floor, followed by saloon end panels and internal 
fittings. Building up the drivers 
compartment came next with desk and 
controls. The curved front and end outer 
panels had to be put together with 
windows, headlamps and windscreen 
wipers, painted and fitted to ends of tram 
around control desk. The side panels and 
passenger doors are fitted at this point 
with choice of doors open or closed. 
 

This then takes us onto the roof assembly. 

     More next time.  Brian Dale 

================================================== 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A sunny day at Pond Junction 
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Some of you may have noticed we now have a new website at SCMES 
Ltd. This can be found at the usual address at https://www.scmes.co.uk/ 
Clive Burrows has been busy working on this for the past 6 months. 
Taking many elements from the old website but in a new format. There 
are now two sides to our site.  
The main view is for the public to find us / contact us and see if anything 
is going on with the calendar. All the editions of Steaming ahead/ 
Balleny Blast have now been sorted into years where you can download 
the edition of choice. We now have a projects page which shows all the 
big project the society has done over the past ten years. In the future 
public will be able to buy tickets for events direct from the site, they can 
book or request a birthday party.  
The other area is for members where we keep information about the 
society away from the public. If you are not a member yet, then please 
use the club members log in and sign up for a new account. You will 
find, rules & code of practice, Technical information etc.  
If you would like to add any information or content to this site, please 
contact the web editor with your suggestion. Email address 
scmes.boxoffice@gmail.com 
 

https://www.scmes.co.uk/
mailto:scmes.boxoffice@gmail.com
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In memory of Peter Robinson. 
 

Peter was never happier than when he 
had a paintbrush in his hand, and he 
played a big part in refurbishing a lot of 
the benches and other wood and metal 
work around the site.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More recently he set himself to complete 
the lightweight coaches for smaller locos 
to use on the ground level track. 
 
 
 
Peter wrote this article in 2019 about constructing the coaches. 
 

Peter and Paul`s Project 
 by Peter Robinson. 

 
Sometime ago two 7¼” gauge passenger cars arrived at the club, lettered ELR, 
and in a poor condition.  Paul took the bogies in hand and I the bodywork  on 
the smaller one.  Apart from being rusty the wheelsets needed reprofiling as the 
flanges were too deep and would not have run through our points and would 
have damaged some of the signalling detectors.  A complication was the axle 
ends were not centred so in order to mount them in the lathe between centres 
for machining Paul made two centered blind sleeves to fit over the axle ends. 
 
Meanwhile the wooden body was cleaned up and prepared for repainting. It had 
been a driving truck but it was decided to remove the brake mechanism and 
water tank.  At this stage it was discovered that the bogie pin centre plates were 
fastened to the floor by wood screws, so these were removed and Paul 
provided eight 6mm counter sunk steel screws and nylock nuts.  Unfortunately 
these proved too short so I raided my scrap box and found eight quarter Whit 
replacements, lock washers and full nuts.  The screws were of unequal length 
but Paul dealt with this with the angle grinder after assembly.  
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The body had four corner angles and two bottom edge angles in aluminium with 
black paint peeling off so I decided to take these off for stripping and repainting. 
I may have had second thoughts if I had realised that involved dealing with 92 
woodscrews which were jammed tight in 92 holes because the rust had reacted 
with the aluminium.  It took the use of a big screwdriver with the blade ground to 
a tight fit in the slots, a hammer to loosen the screws and some easing oil which 
had been sitting on a shelf in my garage for at at least 50 years from a time 
when I did car maintenance.  As the screws were no.5g x ½” I was lucky than 
none sheared off.  The four corner angles were put in the shot blaster but the 
other two were too long to fit in the cabinet so had to be dealt with a scraper 
and emery cloth; it all took time.  
 
Brian Dale produced a can of red paint as maroon could not be found so after a 
coat of primer/undercoat and two coats of gloss the body looked respectable. 
The angles needed an etching primer, undercoat and black gloss paint after the 
92 holes had been drilled out 
to give better clearance for the 
screws. At last the bogies 
could be fitted and it looked 
like a passenger car again. 
Originally it had two seats but 
with tank removed there was 
room for a third.  After dealing 
with the coupling bar 
arrangements the day came 
when it was towed round the 
track behind the Hymeck and 
successfully passed through 
every point and without 
damage to any detectors. 
 
 
The piece de resistance came when Clive said he had a machine to produce 
cut out letters and numbers so he produced two sets of LHMR and number 14 
which appeared to be the next in sequence from the existing ground level cars, 
missing out 13.  
  
  
 

     Written by Peter in October 2019.  
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LBSC TICH BUILD PART SIX  
BY CHRIS BASSETT 

 

While the engine 
was at Phil’s for pipe 
work finishing off my 
attention turned to 
the tender. This in its 
self turned out to be 
a labour of love! 
First of all the usual 
cleaning down 
before primer being 
applied; while this 
was drying my 

attention turned to the tender water tank filler top. Looking through 
my box of brass bits I found pieces suitable for the base and the 
cap, I did try using a piece of tube for the curves but this didn’t 
work out so another look found something suitable at the right 
height and length.  
With the tank filler assembly complete I applied the first coat of 
blue. I was lucky with the weather, being in the middle of last 
summer the shed was warm enough, so a sanding down session 
followed by a second coat with a 3rd and 4th over the following few 
days. With the tank paintwork complete and hardening up, I took 
apart the tender frames and prepped them for primer and not 
wanting to waste more paint I painted the frames black along with 
the coal well on the tank at the same time. Once final sanding, 
painting and finishing was complete, the tender looked a treat. Phil 
came over to pick it up and that was the last time I saw it for a few 
weeks for Phil to finish off the engine.  
A few weeks passed and a phone call came to say the engine was 
ready to be delivered back to me. After a few tests at his place 
she was ready for a full test  and what a sight she was complete!! 
Itching to get it running a test day was booked in with Phil, the 
Club’s new boiler examiner. We started the hydraulic test on the 
boiler; this to me is always daunting pumping it up to twice 
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working pressure, but being a professionally built boiler it was fine. 
Unfortunately on steam test, the safety valve wasn’t seating 
properly and was constantly blowing off which failed the test!!! A 
new commercially made safety valve was purchased fitted and a 
retest was carried out a few days later. This time the whistle valve 
caused a problem, the valve rod pushed the ball bearing aside 
and stuck the whistle wide open. To fix this the steam manifold 
had to be removed from the boiler, this resulted in us calling it a 
day and another test was planned for after Christmas, as I was 
working over the winter. Martyn Cozens took the manifold home 
with him to fix, as I’m still learning.  
Fast forward to January 2021 and a home test was in order with 
just me and the engine on blocks for it to run. Thankfully the 
whistle valve worked well after Martyn had worked on it and 
handed it back a week before we were locked back in again.  The 
engine ran well and will test me on firing a small boiler. After a few 
hours running everything seemed steam tight and all was well with 
the world. Over the next few weeks I turned my attention to lining 
the engine and tender out using fox transfers and homemade 
transfers made for me by Clive Burrows who made a great job of 
making the crests, the choice being the famous Somerset and 
Dorset railway being my favourite past railway company (one of 
them anyway). Unfortunately with my tender having rivets the 
lettering didn’t sit well over them however the crests worked well. 
The lining was the standard fox transfers yellow/black/yellow 
which was close to what the S&D used. All went well and to finish 
it off the number 2 was applied to both front beam on the engine 
and back beam on the tender, this being the 2nd steam engine I 
have completed, ‘Conway’ will always be number 1!! Another 
steam test at home resulted in a finally completed engine which 
gave me some satisfaction that I now have a 2nd working steam 
engine in my collection.  
Moving forward to April the 13th 2021 and the day came to re 
hydraulic test and steam test the engine hopefully this time to 
come away with a certificate. However things didn’t go quite right. 
With the engine sitting for a few months a few leaks appeared, 
nothing major just a few gland nuts on fittings needing nipping up 
and it appeared the regulator was blowing by slightly (seriously Iris 
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you’re testing my patience). However with the hydro out the way a 
steam up was next, this thankfully went well enough for a run as 
this was the first proper run its had for a while. This didn’t go well 
as the coal I had didn’t burn quickly enough which resulted in 
taking time to come around which ended up going out on me !! 
I’ve never had this before not even on full size engine! I decided to 
clean the fire out and start again but this time after a suggestion 
from Phil to use grains the fire was burning really well with safety 
valve lifting a run was started and thankfully a success! It will take 
me a while to get used to firing her and I will have to get a few 
bags of grain coal for the future and possibly for my other locos. 
But that’s another story. 

 
So that’s an end to the Tich build. I would like to thank the 
following for all their help and advice and work and patience. 
Without you guys I wouldn’t have the confidence and would 
probably still be building it now so Martin Cozens & Phil Davis 
thank you both !!!  
 
Who’s up for the next project?   

  See you all down the line ...Chris Bassett  
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At long last our third lockdown has eased and the society opened 
on the 30th March for a much needed maintenance day. Leaves, 
branches and other debris created by the winds over the winter 
have all been cleared, and the gardening team with the help of 
one or two other members have got all the grass mown including 
the frontage on the road side. 
 
The signalling system on the ground level track has been 
maintained, and all the points have been cleaned and any needed 
repairs have been done, and is now in working order again, 
although the replacement of rotten sleepers is ongoing. The 
turntable in the steaming bay had a couple of problems lifting and 
lowering, they have been repaired and are now back in working 
order. 

 
The path in between the memorial 
garden crossing, and the workshop 
compound, that we started in 
December before this last lock down, 
has now been completed, thanks to 
the hard work of Adrian, Chris Bassett, 
Martin Cozens and Reece, and has 
improved the appearance of that area, 
and removed the slip hazard that was 
created in wet weather. Work has now 

started on a base for the 
shed that was donated by 
the Mike Bentley. It is being 
erected by the mound near 
the rock garden and SM32 
track, just inside the high 
level track, and will be used 
for storage of tools and 
equipment for the SM32 

What are we doing today John? 
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track and pool garden area. All the slabs for the base have now 
been laid, and hopefully the shed will be erected by time the next 
Steaming Ahead magazine is issued.  
The storage compound at the rear of  the carriage shed and 
workshop has been cleaned and tidied up, and numerous trip 
hazard's removed thanks to Adrian. It will be appreciated if any 
items put in there are neat and tidyto help prevent any accident 
hazards.  
On one of our wet days Martyn Cozens, Chris Bassett and myself 
cleaned out the gardening tool shed which was very much 
needed, and quite a lot of rubbish has been removed and needs 
to be got rid of, the shed stands in the right hand corner of the 
carriage shed compound just inside the gates. All the tools have 
been put back in order so they can be got at, without moving loads 
of other equipment. Anyone using any of the tools, would you 
please clean them and put them back where they belong, so that 
anyone after you can find them (bearing in mind, that ANYONE! 
could be you). The large one metre cube green bags that are used 
for collecting leaves and other rubbish have all been folded and 
put into one bag, if you use one, as soon as you've finished with it, 
would you please fold it and put it back in the bag it came out of. 
THANK YOU. 
Last but not least! Congratulations to Clive Burrows on producing 
our brilliant new website, which I believe has taken him about six 
months to produce, if you haven't yet seen it, do take a look 
 
Kind Thoughts 
Our thoughts go out to the families of Mike Bentley, Peter 
Robinson, Jim Hill and Murray (Mick) McKie all of whom have 
passed away very recently. 
Our condolences  to Steve and Louise Crump and family on the 
sad loss of your loved one. 
 
It was nice to see Stuart Harrison enjoying a ride on the train, 
when his son brought him to the club recently, as he is not able to 
drive himself any more. 

                                                     John Genders  
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Focus on Safety – June 2021 
 
Safety is in the hands of all our members and if you are working 
please think about the task you are undertaking and any safety 
requirements. We have a good range of Personal Protection 
Equipment (PPE) for your use. Please use it.  If you have any 
concerns please refer to me for advice. 
 
Again we are in another stage of release from lockdown. The next 
announcement from the government is set for the 14th of June and 
this may require us to rethink our temporary procedures for 
compliance. Therefore, by the time you read this many things will 
have been superseded. Therefore please see the website for the 
latest information. 
 
As a society with a demographic in the “at high risk” category, and 
from the safety aspect it is entirely sensible that we “open the club 
up” in a very controlled way. For this reason we have created the 
set of temporary rules for members until the virus is under control.  
 
The temporary procedures up until 21st June are:- 
 
Stage 2 

General Safety practice 
Masks must be worn indoors 
Members must maintain 2m distancing. 
Sanitiser available at 4 locations. 
Continue with an attendance record on club 
days. 
 
STAGE 2 of opening Little Hay 
Clubhouse and Kitchen 
Open the clubhouse and kitchen between 12-00 
and 2-00 with a member of the board in 
attendance during this period to prevent too 
many members congregating together. A 
maximum of 6 at any one time in the clubhouse 
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and wearing masks unless eating.  A board 
member to dispense hot water, tea, coffee, sugar 
and milk if any available. A maximum duration of 
30 minutes in the clubhouse to allow other 
members to use the facility. 
A regime for cleaning cups and sanitising any 
surface put in place. 
 
A rota has been produced to cover the period to 
21st June 
Out of the Lunch period, members can use the 
kitchen one at a time and must use the hand 
sanitiser before and after using the kitchen. 
Member must wash their cup up afterwards. Dry 
it and put it away. 
 
Workshop 
The workshop can open with a maximum of 6 
inside at any one time and face masks must be 
worn. 
Trains 
 
Club trains can be run with passengers and be 
managed by a nominated person, the trains will 
need to be sanitised for the drivers and the seats 
wiped with sterile wipes when necessary.  Mark 
Dale has agreed to manage this requirement. If 
Mark or nominated deputy is unavailable then 
trains will not be available.  
 
STAGE 3 
From June 21

st
, we will advise members of any 

temporary rules that would apply after this date. 
 
 
      Thank you  

     Martyn Scott, Safety Officer 
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 Those fleeting minutes. 
 
Recently, I had cause to phone Dave Noble and we got chatting about various 
wagon related items.  Back in the 1970's, I made a couple of basic axlebox 
patterns and an open spoke wheel split pattern which were eagerly used by 
foundry apprentices to produce cast iron castings with varying degrees of 
success.  Having now run out of axlebox stock, I was after some of Dave's 
magnificent white metal examples and we went through his range as more 
wagon builders photographic records have 
emerged of recent years. 
 
Dave was a little bemused when told, in addition 
to my existing wagons, I had eight sets of sign 
written wagon sides, all based on Llanelly.  He 
was even more bemused when advised I owed 
them all to my sister-in-law. 
 
Some years back, she was in considerable 
difficulty awaiting a hip replacement. Jeana and I 
would travel from South Wales and stay a couple of nights with her to relieve 
other family members.  To save my sanity from girl talk, I took along wagon 
planks, paints, my old college drawing board etc and photographs.  Signwriting 
cartoons were prepared, wagon body colour applied, then signwriting in earnest 
on a corner of the kitchen table under strict scrutiny. 
 
My sister-in-law had been in the BBC rep. and amongst other roles played 
“Sally” a barmaid in the Archers.  After her hip op. she was given a practice 
walking frame.  This became the best prop she had ever had and became 
welded to it.  Thanks be, that a couple more Llanelly wagon owners turned up.  
As an aside, she went to France for Christmas with her daughter.  On 
Christmas Eve, she was trying to manoeuvre the walking frame in a 
supermarket doorway, when automatic doors closed and she fellover, twisting 
the new hip joint.  A hasty dash caught the last cross channel ferry and a good 
time was had by everyone in hospital. 

 
 
Wagon chassis materials have slowly been 
gathered and various ,members were marked out 
and cut / drilled as ongoing five minute infills.  
Assembling one wagon as another infil job is 
currently underway.  
 
 

Everything has carefully been thought through so that as materials are used, 
storage slots are vacated for each wagon. 
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All that is needed now is to complete my “Aberdare” goods loco to go with 
them.  Boiler was completed long before we moved sixteen years ago, valve 
gear mock-up in plastic strips was designed and proven.  Unfortunately, plastic 
has gone brittle and disintegrating, so back to square one. 
 
Tender was completed thirty years ago and runs 
with my 4-4-0 Broad Gauge convertible.  This 
now has a sandwich frame tender which visually 
transforms it back to Victorian elegance.  
“Aberdare” has GWR Indian Red frames etc and 
coupling rod bronze bushes have recently been 
fitted.  I never set out to build the “Aberdare”.   
 
It came about because a published design I started with as an absolute novice, 
has several major problems, including boiler clearance with driving wheels.  
Having smaller driving wheels, “Aberdare” came into being, showing the benefit 
of standard components. 
 

          Bill Hall 
=========================================== 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The new club  
Traction Engine is 
nearing completion 
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The L&B has been brought out of lockdown for a test run during 
May. A few niggling problems needed sorting, also the dome was 
ready for fitting.  
 
The lubricator has now been adjusted following the last test run 
and is now functioning satisfactorily. A good few miles were 
clocked up over the afternoon with 3 coaches and a brake truck 
which is effortless for the loco; she runs beautifully notched right 
up. 
 
As we use the loco we shall be on the look out for any strange 
knocks, noises etc as it wears in. We had a slight knock appear 
due to a tight clearance and this has been sorted. 

 
 
We are happy now to get the boiler ticket validated ready for use. 
It will be ideal for our birthday parties when they get going again. 

         Mark Dale 

“Rea” sees the light of day! 


