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The Board is still considering what events we will be able 
to organise during 2021. A list will be published as soon 

as it is finalised.  



 Page 3 

Editor’s Notes. 
 

As I am putting together this edition of our magazine, the sun is 
starting to shine and for the first time in many months we are able 
to think about heading back to Balleny Green. 
 
Members have not been idle during the lockdown, and many 
thanks to those who have sent in articles and photos for Steaming 
Ahead. I think you all know what is coming next! 
 
To keep the Society Magazine going we need a regular supply of 
items to put in it. We are lucky in that we have a group of regular 
contributors who are providing a steady flow of material, but I’m 
sure there is a lot going on in people’s workshops, spare rooms, 
on the kitchen table that we never see.  
 
One member I spoke to earlier today said that he was reluctant to 
offer anything as he wasn’t sure people would be interested, but, 
as I pointed out, we are a model engineering society with 
members having a very wide range of interests in all sorts of areas 
of model making, engineering and technology as a glance back 
through the last few magazines will show, so come on folks, don’t 
be shy. Articles need not be long, a side of A4 is fine, or photos on 
their own of places visited or of work you have done or seen. If 
you want to run some ideas past me send an e-mail to the 
address on the opposite page and we can discuss it. 
 
Our President Roger Addenbrook has been very busy working 
with several other members to draw together some early history of 
the Society when based at Lea Marston, and the first of what will 
be a series of articles is in page 16. This builds on Bill Hall’s items 
about high-level track in the last two magazines, and will provide a 
really interesting insight, especially for more recent members like 
myself. 
 
Continue to take care, and PLEASE send me items for inclusion, 
 
    Tony Critchley, Editor. 
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Chairman’s Chunter for April 2021 
 
At long last there may be a chink of light at the end of the tunnel and as I write 
this we may be able to open up the society activities again next week, albeit 
only in a limited capacity to start with. Today is the day the Government are 
expected to confirm that from the 29th March the restrictions will start to be lifted 
enabling people to meet outdoors under the “rule of six”. Also, certain outdoor 
activities will be permitted to resume.  
What this means from our society’s point of view is that as from Tuesday 30th 
March we will be able to resume working parties at Balleny Green in order to 
put the site back into working order and be able to resume loco running – but 
without public involvement at this time. 
Beyond that, from May 17th it is anticipated that limited use of the clubhouse 
and workshop will be allowed. Then from 21st June the holding of events may 
become possible. There is one big caveat though – and that is that there are no 
adverse developments on the Covid-19 scene which require a delay in the 
Government’s “Roadmap out of lockdown” plan. 
 
Assuming the above goes as planned we should be able to hold this year ’s 
AGM in the conventional manner although the current scheduled date may 
need to slip back a little. 
 
Obviously, all club events prior to the end of June have been cancelled and the 
new Events Team are now working to salvage a programme for the remainder 
of this year. 
 
We received notification that the Sutton Coldfield Railway Society annual 
exhibition which was due to be held in April has again been cancelled for this 
year. However, they are hoping to stage a smaller event later this year at an 
alternative venue. We have indicated that we will gladly support them should 
this come to fruition. 
 
Whilst in the process of gathering information for the forthcoming update of our 
club history, I was sent a folder of relevant information by one of our former 
members from long ago – John Ward. This information was gratefully received 
and is proving very useful in filling in gaps in our knowledge of the early/middle 
years of our society. I met John in 2019 when he visited Balleny Green as one 
of the Rugeley contingent on their visit to us. In the very nice letter 
accompanying the information, John mentioned how much he had enjoyed the 
visit to Balleny Green and he mentioned the warm hospitality shown by our 
members in hosting that visit. He specifically mentioned the ladies in the 
kitchen who provided the refreshments – so I belatedly pass on the accolade to 
that team. 
 When we get back to somewhere near normal I would very much like to see 
another invitation be sent to the Rugeley society to visit us again. 
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At various times over the past couple of years we have noticed that occasional 
damage is being caused to the elevated track in the form of slivers of aluminium 
being “milled” off the inside edge of the outer rail on the curves. Initially we 
thought it was down to the badly-worn wheel profiles of the elevated track 
carriages. Paul Green undertook the re-profiling of these wheels (for which I am 
very grateful to him for doing!) however this does not appear to have eliminated 
the problem. It would therefore appear that one or more members loco(s) or 
driving truck has a deficient wheel profile causing the flange to ‘bite’ into the 
outer rail on curves. For the next edition of Steaming Ahead I will prepare a 
short article on wheel profiles, but in the meantime if I could ask members to 
check their wheel profiles against the standard to see if they are of the 
compliant shape. The profile diagram can be found on page 60 of the society ’s 
Rules & Code-of-Practice booklet which is available from the club website. 
 
Finally, word has filtered through that the health of our very long-standing 
member Stuart Harrison has deteriorated recently and he is no longer able to 
drive. It is hoped therefore that transport may be arranged so that he is able to 
continue to visit Balleny Green. For those who do not know Stuart, for many 
years from around 1980 onwards he was very much the driving force in 
developing the facilities we now have at Balleny Green. 
 

Peter McMillan (Chairman) 
25th March 2021   

================================================== 

 
 
 
 
 
I visited Little Hay a couple of weeks ago on one of the security 
check days to see just what's involved, (WITH PERMISSION I 
hasten to add), and as I expected, it's very similar to when you 
leave your home, only on a larger scale, the site is normally visited 
twice a week by three individual people on a rota system.  
 
I met Martyn Cozens who was on duty that day at an arranged 
time, and the first job was to free the letter box flap that had 
almost seized up. After spraying WD40 on it and opening and 
closing it a few times it is now much better. 
 

What are we doing today John? 
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The club house, workshop, sheds and 
signal box were all checked visually for 
any faults and to see that all the buildings 
were secure, we then walked the track and 
the perimeter of the site looking for any 
damage and removing branches and 
anything else that was out of place due to 
the weather. 
 
When all the checks are completed the 
visit is logged and if any problems are 
found they are also entered into the log so 
that they can be dealt with at the 

appropriate 
time. 
 
 
There are signs of spring coming 
now with buds and new growth 
showing on plants and shrubs and 
all the daffodils are in bud. The turf 

that was removed from by the compound where the path is going, 
was laid on top of the mound, has taken, and is growing quite 
nicely. 
 
 
On the grassed area by the pool Mr Mole 
has been hard at work, but unfortunately 
in the wrong place and without 
permission.  
 
 
 
    John Genders. 
 
 
 
 

Martyn sorting the post 
box 

Mole at work 
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Focus on Safety – April 2021 
 
By the time you read this we will be open again and gettinjg into 
our stage 1 opening plan. I hope that we all enjoy the little bit of 
freedom that we are permitted. Additionally, we can all look 
forward to more freedoms as the month’s progress and providing 
the statistics on COVID are favourable. 
As a society with a demographic in the “at high risk” category, and 
from the safety aspect it is entirely sensible that we “open the club 
up” in a very controlled way. For this reason we have created the 
set of temporary rules for members until the virus is under control. 
These can be found on our website for reference. 
www.SCMES.co.uk 
 

The next step would be to open more of the facilities to members 
but with a strict regime of no visitors for a while. 
 
Stage 2 

From 17th May, we open the kitchen with the 
restrictions that it is operated by a nominated person on 
the day as the process was defined in September 2020. 
Otherwise it is shut. 
5 people can use the clubhouse for lunch provided they 
wear a mask when not eating and maintain social 
distance as the process was defined in September 
2020.  A rotor will be applied. 
The workshop can open with the restrictions we were 
going to apply last October. 
Trains can be run with passengers as we laid out last 
October and be managed by a nominated person. If this 
person is unavailable then trains will not be available 

STAGE 3 
From June 21st, all aspects of the club will open,   with 
respect to maintaining government COVID-secure 
practices that would apply from this date. Further details 
will be issued in due course. 

http://www.SCMES.co.uk
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These changes will be subject to any government restrictions and  
as we open up the site we will issue some further guidance to how 
we wish to operate. This will be based on whatever guidance we 
are given from the government and what we believe to be in the 
best interest of our members. This will be issued to all members 
and also available to view on the website 
www.SCMES.co.uk 
 

VISITORS 
 

One very important aspect of operating our club is how we 
generate the funds to pay for the annual overheads. One point 
that the recent restrictions have sharply highlighted is how we 
generate the income to operate. Without the recent government 
grants which have helped us through this period we would be in a 
very different state. Having said that the club is in as good a 
financial state as before the pandemic.  

 
The membership income covers approximately 1/3 of our 

running costs and we have to run events to cover the remaining 
2/3rds. Therefore we have to run events to contribute to paying for 
these overheads. This means that when we have visitors on site 
we must run any events in a COVID secure way. We cannot allow 
visitors to come to site randomly and visitors should only be 
allowed on site for the controlled event which we can plan for and 
take appropriate action. 

 
Furthermore we are absolutely reliant on members to come 

to support these events and we must ensure that we take every 
effort to make these COVID secure. So I implore any member to 
conform to the temporary rules and maintaining any government 
regulations that apply at that time. 

 
Without these events we would find it impossible to survive. 
 
  Thank you  
      Martyn Scott, Safety Officer 

 

http://www.SCMES.co.uk
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This kit was given to me by my son Mark as a present in 2020. He 
smiled and said, “This will keep you busy for a while”. On a closer 
look at the box and labelling I found out that the kit consists of 810 
parts on plastic sprues, and a street scene with cobblestone base, 
with insert track, support poles and a street lamp (non-working). 

The kit is of a European 
tramcar and Crew that can 
be assembled in six liveries 
and styles ranging over the 
years 1930 to 1950s, all 
complete with destination 
signs, route numbers, livery  
emblems, shed numbers 
and advertising signs, and a 

separate sheet of decals. 
 

The general instruction book is well 
written, and consists of the six tram 
versions in full colour and all decals 
and advert boards, plus the numbers 
for the range of paints used on the 
colour charts, plus five different paint 
firms catalogue numbers. These 
charts also refer to the street furniture 
and figures. 
 

Page 4 in the book gives a complete 
photographic breakdown of parts on 
the plastic sprues and numbers of 
where to find them. This page came in 
very useful especially on some of the 

Brian Dale has been building a model of a 
Continental tram in 1:35 scale. 

Part 1. 



 Page 10 

smaller parts. 
 

Pages 5 to 15 give you a very detailed view on the construction of 
the tram. Quite a number of parts have to be paired up and 
painted as per livery 
chosen for the build.  
 

The first thing to 
assemble is the base 
floor of the tram body 
complete with all the 
brake gear and towing 
bars and all brackets 
and gear wheels for 
handbrake.  
 
 

This is the time I became aware that my fingers are too large to 
handle the small parts, so I used a pair of tweezers. My skill in 
using tweezers soon developed and the use of small drops of 
liquid poly came into play for glueing.  
 

Fitting the road Springs came next. Even these look like real leaf 
springs complete with swinging shackles and pins, all plastic of 
course. With all the components fitted the two parts of the base 
were glued together making sure all was level and in line. The 
wheel guards are fixed ready for the seating to be fit to be fitted. 
The whole of the base was then painted giving the impression of a 
wooden slatted floor. 
 

To be continued…………    

       Brian Dale   
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I was conducting a steam test on a loco for one of our members 
recently during which a comment was uttered which at the time I 
just ignored. Driving home afterwards and reflecting on how things 
had gone that morning, that comment came back to me and as it 
related to an important aspect of the steam test I realised that 
perhaps I should respond for the benefit of others. 
 
The test started as normal by checking the reading and correct 
operation of the pressure gauge against the master test gauge. 
This was followed by a general visual examination of the firebox 
interior, smokebox and tubes followed by a check of the various 
fittings. All was well so we proceeded on to the steam test stage. 
The boiler was filled, the fire was laid and lit, and after a short 
while the reading on the pressure gauge started to rise. With the 
blower on gently the fire started to burn through and so more coal 
was added until the grate was well covered. In due course, the 
working pressure was reached and the safety-valve lifted slightly 
and maintained the pressure in the boiler at the stated working 
pressure with no accumulation rise.  
At this stage I asked the owner to turn the blower full on to put the 
boiler into its maximum steam-raising state so that the 
accumulation test could be performed, at which point the words 
“cruelty to small engines” were uttered. I did not respond. 
The purpose of the accumulation test is to check that under the 
maximum steam-raising condition the safety valve(s) can pass all 
the steam that the boiler can produce without the boiler pressure 
rising by more that 10% above the stated working pressure. 
 
The maximum steam-raising state of a boiler is generally achieved 
in one of two ways: (1) with draught created by the engine’s 
blower with the engine stationary, or (2) at the point of closure of 
the regulator immediately after the engine has been working hard 

STEAM TESTS –  

No need to blow your top off… 
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out on the main-line. In both situations without any feed-water 
being injected. 
 
Clearly method (2) is impractical to manage, so using the engine’s 
own blower is the accepted method. 
 
For the accumulation test to be valid it is essential that the fire is 
bright and well burnt through, no feed-water is entering the boiler 
and no steam take-off other than for the engines own blower is 
occurring. It is however permissible for a breath of steam to be 
passed through the engine’s superheaters (if fitted) to protect the 
return bends. Of course it is also essential that the engines steam 
blower is fully effective in its operation. 
 
I suspect that many people have no conception of just how bright 
the fire is in a correctly draughted locomotive firebox when an 
engine is working hard. It is like looking into the sun. 
 
Without wishing to “teach granny how to suck eggs”, I hope the 
above is helpful to those members who are new to locomotive 
ownership.  
 
How did the engine referred to above get on with it’s steam 
accumulation test? – it passed with flying colours! 
  
Peter McMillan (boiler inspector) 
March 2021 
================================================== 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blowing Down 
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The Isle of Wight Steam Railway is a heritage railway on the Isle 
of Wight which I've visited on numerous occasions. The railway 
passes through 5½ miles of countryside from Smallbrook Junction 
to Wootton station, passing through the small village of 
Havenstreet, where the line has a station, headquarters and a 
depot. I've always gone by coach to Havenstreet where they have 
a large coach and car park. At Smallbrook Junction, the steam 
railway connects with the Island Line. 
 

The railway is owned and 
operated by the Isle of Wight 
Railway Co. Ltd. and run largely 
by volunteers. Services are 
operated on most days from June 
to September, together with 
selected days in April, May, and 
October and public holidays. The 

railway is very popular with tourists, attracting people to its original 
steam locomotive and railway cafe. Over each August Bank 
Holiday weekend, the railway organises the Island Steam Show, 
which combines an intensive service on the railway with displays 
of various sorts of steam power including traction engines and 
steam fair equipment, together with other attractions that vary year 
by year. For events like steam galas and Day events, engines 
from the mainland have to be brought in by boat and then 
transferred to Havenstreet. 
 
The railway has several steam locomotives and a small series of 
diesel shunters, four of which have had notable careers on the 
island. To complement the collection, numerous examples of pre-
grouping carriages have been recovered and restored. The oldest 
of these were built in 1864 and the last in 1924. There are also 
more than 45 units of freight rolling stock, the oldest of which 

The Isle of Wight Steam Railway, 
By John Genders 
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dates from 1860. 
 
In 2020, the railway acquired its first electrical multiple unit, British 
Rail Class 483 483007. The train, nicknamed "Jess Harper", is to 
be transferred from the adjacent Island Line for static exhibition, 
though the train could be converted to battery power and returned 
to service in the future. 

 
To allow the railway's collection of 
Victorian and Edwardian carriages to be 
kept undercover, away from the effects of 
weather and vandals, a rolling stock 
storage and display building has been 
built at Havenstreet. A four-road shed, 
with each road capable of storing four 
bogie coaches or their equivalent, 
amounting to a total size of 75 by 25 
metres, has been built, and track work is 
currently being completed. By December 
2008, £71,000 had been raised by the 
railway, and in May 2012 a grant of 

£815,00 from the Heritage Lottery Fund allowed the completion of 
the project The shed is now operational with public access to see 
the stock inside. 
 
The first railway on the Isle of Wight 
opened in 1862, between Newport and 
Cowes. It became the nucleus of the Isle 
of Wight Central Railway. The line from 
Ryde to Newport opened in 1875 and by 
1890 the island was served by an 
extensive network of lines. However most 
of these lines were relatively poorly 
maintained and had a low level of traffic, 
reflecting the general isolation and 
poverty of the island. 
 
These factors meant that the island's 
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railways could rarely afford to acquire new locomotives or rolling 
stock and instead relied on using already elderly equipment 
transferred from the mainland. Much of the equipment currently 
used on the Isle of Wight Steam Railway, and particularly the 
passenger coaching stock, falls into this category, representing 
usage on the island in the early and mid twentieth century but also 
the mid to late nineteenth century on the mainland. This is of 
particular historic interest as representing an earlier era than 
almost all other preserved railways in Britain. The steam 
locomotives used include examples well over 100 years old, but 
also some more modern types. 
 
The first railway closures on the Island were in 1952. Then in 1966 
the Ryde, Newport, Cowes and Shanklin, Ventnor lines were 
closed. The last steam services on the island ran on the remaining 
Ryde to Shanklin line on 31 December 1966. However a small 
group of rail enthusiasts formed the Wight Locomotive Society and 
raised funds to preserve one of the last steam locomotives, W24 
Calbourne, and a number of the remaining carriages. Then, in 
1971, the Isle of Wight Railway Co. Ltd. was formed to buy the 
1.1⁄2 mile length of track between Wootton and Havenstreet. From 
that early beginning, the railway has been gradually extended 
from Havenstreet towards Ryde. In 1991 this extension reached 
Smallbrook Junction on the Ryde to Shanklin line, where a new 
interchange station was built there allowing passengers to 
interchange with Island Line trains. 
 
An extension of the line westwards from Wootton to Newport has 
been suggested in the past. It is unlikely that the full extent will 
ever be restored as there is now a road on the site of Newport 
station and houses have been built on another part of the former 
line. However a stretch of track bed from Wootton to the outskirts 
of Newport at Halberry Lane is still free from development and 
could in theory be used in the future. Another possible extension 
is one from Smallbrook Junction to Ryde St John's Road station, 
using one of the two Island Line tracks on this stretch. 
                            John Genders.  
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   At a Society meeting held on a Tuesday evening early 1962 at 
‘The Swan’ Erdington, under ‘Any Other Business’, John Harding 
who owned and ran a Sentinel Steam Ballast Wagon, mentioned 
that he kept it in an ‘Agricultural building’ in Lea Marston, adjacent 
to Hams Hall Power Station. 
   The building was actually in a 1 acre (approx.) field off Hams 
Lane, Lea Marston where his friend Joe Pearson, also the land 
owner, was rebuilding his Burrell traction engine. 
 
   An agreement was eventually reached with a peppercorn rent of 
one Shilling per annum, 6 month notice by either party with the 
Society paying any extra 
business rates and returning 
the land back to pre-renting 
condition on leaving, thus 
opening the way for a club 
track.  At that time, the 
Societies finances were £430 
in a Deposit Account and 
around £80 in a current 
account. 
 
   Despite seeing the cooling 
towers of the power station, 
and cables over the field to a 
high voltage substation, there 
was no electricity on site and 
the only water supply was a 
stream at the bottom of the 
field. 
 

                    History of the Society’s Track  
at Lea Marston    

(The Beginning to May 1972) 
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   A plan of the proposed track was drawn up with a Planning 
Application being made on 29th May 1964 to Meriden Rural District 
Council for ‘Use of land for model railway track and erection of 
building for recreational purposes’.  Planning Permission was 
granted on 29th September 1964  
 
                
  The proposed track was pegged out, but when surveyed by 
David Palmer, a height difference of 2’ 6” was found.  With a 
requirement for a level track the height difference was 
accommodated by digging a cutting which meant going below the 
water table with consequent flooding problems requiring land 
drains and large foundations to stop the track “floating”. 
  
 
  Construction started 
on the straight section 
nearest to Joe’s 
building, with piers 
being built on a 
concrete foundation 
formed by setting and 
levelling a square 
shutter, filling with 
concrete, then 18” x 8” x 
12” high hollow 
concrete blocks, 2 high filled with concrete and 2 rag bolts 
embedded in the top giving a 482’ continuous track with 42’ radius 
curves.   
 
 
   Joe Pearson had allowed us to set up in his building, on a long 
wide wooden bench that ran down one side, a ‘workshop’  ie. a 
vice, hand operated bench driller with auto down feed and jobber 
twist drills. Space under the bench being used for storing tools 
and materials. 
 

Digging cutting and track foundations 
May 1968 
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  The track was designed for running 2½”, 3 ½” and 5” gauge 
loco’s on 1½ “ x ¼”  black rolled steel strip with 4 strips separated 
by ½” od tubes pre cut to length, 5/16” dia. bolt, washer and nut. 
Each strip being hand cut to length, then jig drilled using a master 
strip with 5/16” holes at 12” centres with the two outer rails having 
an additional hole at each end.  
 
The straight sections 
being assembled on 
the flattest part of 
the bench. The 
curve sections were 
assembled on a jig 
made by Member 
Charlie Moore, who 
owned a power 
press repair company, comprising of a large steel plate with dowel 
pins set at the various radii. The flat strip being pulled round the 
pins and tapped down, the spacers then being knocked in and 
bolted up.   
When laid, sections were joined with a fish plate and 2 bolts on 
the outer rails with a simple steel strap over adjoining centre 
spacers onto the rag bolts.  
 
  Whilst the track was being built, Cincinnati Milling Machines were 
shipping machine tools from America in large sturdy wooden 
crates. Fred Palmer, then Toolroom superintendent at Cincinnati’s 
Kingsbury Road works, arranged  ‘drop off’s’ of empty crates at 
Lea Marston.  
 
  From them, a small club house was built, complete with 2 burner 
gas hob, gas bottle store and a veranda providing social facilities, 
but you still had to bring your own drinking water. The ‘Gents’ 
remaining in the adjacent bluebell woods.  
 
  On the other side of the track, opposite the clubhouse, an ex BR 
Home signal was installed. 

Close-up of the track. 
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  The official opening of the track took place on Sunday 26th 
October 1969 with Joe Pearson fastening a pair of “golden” fish 
plates before a lap of honour driving Tommy Prime’s Speedy.  
 
 
 
  Problems with the track persisted 
with derailments. Washers being 
installed in the curve sections did 
not alleviate the problems and the 
very wet ground causing track 
movements, many members were 
reluctant to use it. 
 
 
  In early 1972 the decision was made to reconstruct the track into 
concrete beams with aluminium rail, all as detailed in Bill Hall’s 
recent articles. 
 

       Roger Addenbrooke. 
 
 
The help of Bill Hall, Hugh Sykes and use of photographs from the 
Hugh Sykes and Alun Jones collections is acknowledged.   
 
PS Nature has reclaimed the field and is now an overgrown 
wooded area.  

Club house & signal – May 1968 

Official Opening. 
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